
     COOS BAY, OR—(November 2008)—The Con-
federated Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua and 
Siuslaw Indians recently recovered 24 acres of their 
homelands including Gregory Point and Chief’s 
Island. Like other western Oregon tribes, these 
original inhabitants of the central and south-central 
Oregon coast experienced devastating loss of their 
lands through the Treaty of 1855.
     That treaty was never ratified by the US govern-
ment, and the Confederated Tribes did not retain 
a reservation. Congress terminated its recognition 
and relationship with the Tribes in 1956. It was not 
until 1984 that the Tribes regained federal recogni-
tion and began their arduous task of cultural and 
sacred land recovery.
     In 2003 the Tribes received a $171,530 grant from 
the Indian Land Tenure Foundation to research sig-
nificant cultural and sacred sites within the Siuslaw 
National Forest, to analyze natural resources infor-
mation, to identify and address issues surrounding 
the transfer of federal land to Tribal tenure, and to 
utilize the technology and media needed to tell the 
Tribes’ story. 
     “The return of these lands is a direct result of In-
dian Land Tenure Foundation’s funding. The history 
of the Tribes’ land loss was a story that had to be 
communicated, and that message was heard clearly 
by the tribal and state communities,” said Tribal 
Administrator Francis Somday. The Confederated 
Tribes’ Department of Natural Resources Director 
Howard Crombie added that the ILTF financial sup-
port gave the Tribes the technical capacity to recov-

er Gregory Point and Chief’s Island and to pursue 
other areas of significance. Mr. Crombie went on 
to say, “Just as important as the financial support 
was the moral support from ILTF. The moral sup-
port was not something you could put a dollar sign 
or a decimal point to, but it has been especially 
meaningful to have the Indian Land Tenure Foun-
dation stay with us on this long journey.”  
     Howard Valandra, ILTF Vice President of Grants 
and Programs, thanked the Confederated Tribes 
for their leadership in developing a model of land 
recovery and resource management that will 
benefit other tribes in their land recovery efforts. 
“Many of the elders who were part of this effort 
when we began are no longer here to experience 
the successes of their vision; however, their vision 
carries forward to future generations due to the 
Confederated Tribes’ spiritual and cultural dedi-
cation to reacquire their lost homelands.”
     Bob Garcia, the Tribes’ Chairman, sums up the 
importance of this land transfer, saying, “These 24 
acres have historical significance for the Tribes, 
as they are the site of one of our old villages and a 
tribal cemetery. Members of the Tribes continue 
to pay respect to their ancestors and perform 
ceremonies there … We will care for this land with 
honor, respect and regard for its beauty, natural 
resources, and cultural values.”

Cape Arago Lighthouse, on Chief’s Island, is now
under control of the Tribes
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